


MARITAL HISTORY QUESTIONS
Please type your answers, numbering your responses with the corresponding numbers on this form; print one side only.

I.  YOU AND YOUR FORMER SPOUSE AS A COUPLE
1. Before you and your former spouse met, how much dating was done by each of you? Were any of these relationships serious? Were any engagements broken?
2. What date and under what circumstances did you meet your former spouse? How long was your courtship? Did you ever break up? Was there a pre-marital pregnancy in this relationship? Was either of you inconsiderate or abusive to each other?
3. Do you recall any serious arguments, misunderstandings, differences, or separations during your dating and engagement? After your engagement, did you and your former spouse date only each other?
4. Can you describe why you were attracted to your former spouse and he/she to you?
5. Why did you decide to marry your former spouse? Why did he/she decide to marry you? Prior to marriage did you both discuss what your roles in marriage would be?
6. What did you discuss as a couple regarding faithfulness, children and civil divorce? Did you or your former spouse have children from a previous relationship?
7. Shortly before the wedding, did you or your former spouse voice or express any doubts or reservations to anyone about whether or not to go through with the wedding; and, if so, how did you resolve them?
8. Did you or your former spouse enter marriage under any type of pressure? Before marriage did either of you have some concerns about infidelity or third parties in your relationship?
9. How did the religious training, background and actual practice by each of you shape the understanding of your marriage? Were you both attending Church before marriage?
10. Describe any pre-marital counseling and/or church preparation for this marriage? Did you withhold any information from the priest or minister about your marriage plans?
11. What did you and your spouse understand “a permanent union binding until death” to mean? Could divorce be a possibility if the marriage proved to be “unhappy?” When did you first discuss divorce, either theoretically or as a reality? Was divorce in other family members a matter of concern to either of you?
12. Did any friends or family caution or advise against this marriage? Did either of you expect the other spouse to act differently as a result of being married?
13. Prior to marriage could either of you have been described by family or friends as being deceitful or manipulative? Did either of you bring any personal problems into the marriage?
14. Prior to marriage, how did each of you practice your faith? Did you consider your marriage to be a sacrament, an outward sign instituted by Christ to give you grace?
15. Before you married, did either of you make, even theoretical ones, any conditions that had to be met in the marriage? Can you describe how the other spouse responded to these conditions?
II.  YOUR MARRIED LIFE TOGETHER
16. Describe the general temperament or personality of both of you about career and relationship before your marriage.
17. Were there any unusual conflicts or events on the wedding day or during the honeymoon?
18. Describe a typical day in your married life together in three stages: during the first year; about halfway through the marriage, and toward the end of the marriage.
19. When did serious problems become evident to you in marriage? Describe them.
20. Did you experience any problems affecting sexual demands or intimacy with your former spouse during the marriage?
21. Did both of you agree to have children when you entered the marriage? If not, what were the reasons? If you agreed to only delay the birth of children, please explain. Was it possible for children to be conceived during this marriage?
22. Was anything done during the marriage to prevent the possibility of conception; and, if so, was this by mutual agreement?
23. Did either of you verbally, physically, emotionally, or sexually mistreat each other or your children?
24. What were the main complaints regarding you and your former spouse about each other as a spouse or as a parent?

25. If either you or your spouse was unfaithful in this marriage, could you address the following items: when did it begin; on whose part was it; was it with one or more other partners; what was the cause of infidelity; how did you or he/she learn of the infidelity?
26. Did either of you have a tendency to lie? Give examples.
27. Was suicide ever contemplated, threatened, or attempted either before or during the marriage?
28. Describe your ability to talk and communicate with each other during your time together.
29. Was your former spouse always a loving and affectionate person? Were you? Was expression of affection a problem in your marriage?
30. Explain by examples how you treated each other with respect and understanding.
31. How were marital responsibilities shared, e.g., parental, financial, housekeeping?
32. Did either of you abuse controlled substances or alcohol during this marriage? If so, when did this abuse become apparent? How did it affect your marriage?
33. At the very beginning and during the marriage, was there any mental, emotional or nervous difficulties on the part of either of you? Did either of you ever seek professional help at any time?
34. How would you describe religious values and practices played a part in your married life? For example, was church attendance regular, did the two of you pray together, did the two of you talk about religious beliefs?
III.  REGARDING THE TERMINATION OF THE MARRIAGE
35. Do you believe the problems that ended your marriage in the civil courts originated after marriage, or were the problems always present?
36. How long did you actually live together? In view of the difficulties, why do you believe the marriage lasted as long as it did?
37. What efforts were made at marital counseling or resolving problems during this marriage?
38. Was the decision to file for divorce or a civil dissolution a mutual one? Was a third party an influence on the civil proceedings?
39. Was there any emotional, physical, or sexual abuse by either of you during the course of this marriage?
40. At any time during the marriage, was the presence and intervention of law enforcement personnel summoned for problems in the marriage?
41. Do you know if your former spouse will cooperate in this ecclesiastical process?
IV.  FAMILY AND PERSONAL BACKGROUND
42. Describe the personality of each of your parents and their own marital relationship.
43. Describe your relationship with your parents, brothers and sisters before and at the time of your marriage. Was there any verbal, physical or sexual abuse in your family of origin?
44. How were both affection and anger displayed in your family as you were growing up? Who did the disciplining in the family?
45. Describe your educational background and the type of student you were, e.g. where you went to school, your grades, special interests, problems, etc.
46. What type of social life did you have before marriage? Did you make friends easily? Did anyone call you, or accuse you, of being immature?
47. Did anyone in your family other than you suffer from an emotional problem, or drug or alcohol addiction?
48. Have you ever experienced any physical, emotional, or adjustment problems? Were these before or during this marriage? Did you consult medical doctors or seek medical care?
49. List your occupational history and reasons for any job changes.
50. Explain your attitudes towards sex before marriage, toward cohabitation, towards homosexuality. Was there any sexual activity before marriage with your spouse or others?
51. Describe any problems you may have had before marriage with alcohol, drugs, or gambling. Were you ever arrested for any reason?
52. How would you describe the judgment you exercised in everyday situations at the time of marriage?
53. Did you serve in the military? What effects, if any, did military service have on you?
54. Was anything kept from you about your ex-spouse, or his/her family, that you wish you had known about before marriage?
55. Was there anything from you or your spouse’s family background that caused problems in this marriage?
Before you continue, please go back and answer the above questions on Family and Personal Background as they pertain to your former spouse. If you do not know how to answer a particular question about your former spouse’s background, simply write “I do not know.”

56. In less than three sentences, please state in your own words the reason why you believe the Catholic Church should not hold the marriage in question to be an indissoluble sacramental bond of marriage as described by Jesus in the Gospel of Saint Matthew, Chapter 19 or Saint Mark, Chapter 10.

Please sign and date the pages of your Marital History and attach them to the application.

I hereby swear/attest that the information I am providing for this investigation is a true and accurate account of the marriage in question.  I provide this photocopy of my driver’s license or government issued identification as proof of my residency in the Diocese of Vencie.
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